he Strengthen the Church Offering reflects the commit-
ment of all settings of the United Church of Christ to
cooperatively build up the UCC. The funds raised support
leadership development, new churches, youth ministry, and inno-
vation in existing congregations as we work to become a multi-
cultural/multi-racial, accessible to all Christian movement.

From Holy Ground - A Prayer to Strengthen the Church
By Rev. Dave Long-Higgins, Conference Minister, Heartland Conference

Loving God, Bursting open seeds
Ground us anew Often long-forgotten
InYour deep desire Except by You
For a fullness of flourishing Bearing a strength
Yearning to rise throughout For blessing and healing
Your whole creation. In a world of hurt.

Plant us deep Form Your self-giving
In the soil of Your love In our deepest selves



Giving grace and space

For Your strength of soul

To rise anew in acts

Of joy-filled giving

Bearing unexpected hope
In a world weary with worry.

Grow us in Your Holy Ground
Supplying every needed nutrient
Of body, mind, and soul
In just the right amount
At just the right time
Giving rise to a beauty
And delight not of our making

Yet requiring our consent.

By this, O Love,
Strengthen the covenant

Of Your Christ-formed community
Gifting a renewed energy

To bear Your deep desire

Into a world that hungers

For resurrection risings.

Now, strengthen Your church
With Your self-giving Spirit

That we may strengthen others
For Your holy work of unfolding
Abundant, blessed, beloved, joy!

Yes, O Love, raise us up
From your Holy Ground
For nothing less than this
And let it be more than enough.
Amen.

Through the Strengthen the Church Offering,
we help support the work of conferences and the

national setting as we become a multi-racial/

multi-cultural church.
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