
AGENDA 
Call to Order          Anne Sprague 

Opening Prayer          Rev. David T. Hill 

Membership Report         Rev. David T. Hill 

Report of the 2023 Stewardship Committee      Ralph Thompson 

Report of the Motions from the Executive Council 

Presentation and Election of the Nominating Committee   Anne Sprague           
candidates 
 Renewing for 2-year term: Linda Gates 
 Renewing for 2-year term: Mike Schmid 
 New member for 2-year term: Nancy Garver 

Presentation and Review of the 2024 Budget     Anne Schaum 

Review of the 2023 Financial Report      Mike Schmid 

Report of the Visioning Task Group       Anne Conway 

Closing Song - Shalom         Congregation 

Shalom, my friends, shalom, my friends. Shalom, shalom! 
May peace be with you, may peace be with you. Shalom, shalom! 

*Note: The continuing members of the Nominating Committee are  
Erik Andrews, Ardith Hayes, and Robin Jindra. 
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MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 2023 
Membership on January 1, 2023: Total 342 
 Regular 313 
 Associate 29 
Summary of Membership Changes during 2023    
 Additions 11 
 Removals 8 
Total Membership as of December 31, 2023  345 
Detail of Membership Changes during 2023   
Regular Member Additions Baptism (adult) 1 
 Reaffirmation of Faith 7 
 Letter of Transfer 2 
 Change in Status 0 
Regular Member Removals   
 Death 8 
 Request 0 
 Letter of Transfer 0 
Associate Member:   
 Additions 1 
 Removals 0 
Total Net Change in Membership  3 

 
year --  2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Weddings, 
ceremonies 2 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
Baptisms 1 1 1 3 0 2 2 1 0 1 
Deaths 15 8 7 11 9 3 8 7 6 7 
Jiann Lin          2/24 
Ralph Hayes          3/17 
Thelma Morris          5/11 
Edward Long, Jr.          7/21 
Marsha Darcy          7/26 
Nancy Cummins          9/28 
Joanne Norenberg          10/27 
Janet Ferguson          12/16 
Removed by letter 
of transfer or 
request 

2 1 3 3 2 0 5 6 1 0 

New Members 4 11 3 15 1 6 11 6 2 11 
Avg. Sunday 
Worship 
Attendance 

114 113 110 111 113 117 145* 69* 80* 86* 

*Estimated numbers based on a mixture of online and in-person attendance. 
We presently do not have a way to accurately count online viewership. 

New Members—received on January 12, 2023: Alana and David Kelley 
New Members – received on July 2, 2023: Liz and Adam Eck, Tom Konkoly, Mark Parish, Carla and 

Bob VanDale, James Young 
New Members – received on November 19, 2023: Joanne and Jean Bennett 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
Stewardship Committee Report of the 2023 Campaign for 2024 Pledges  

Members of the Stewardship Committee for 2023-2024 include: Ralph Thompson, Chairperson, Bob 
Longsworth, Secretary and Kristin Peterson. Linda Gates is the liaison from the Executive Council. Financial 
Secretary is Miranda Schaum and Treasurer is Mike Schmid. 

The annual financial campaign began in August 2023 announcing a theme of, “Promises Made – Promises 
Kept”. There were several elements of the campaign; announcement of the theme in First Things First, articles 
related to the theme presented weekly in the church e newsletter, a formal pledge letter sent to congregants 
and friends of First Church, announcements made at worship services, a white board exhibit encouraging 
individual expressions of “heart felt” words of love for our church, a reception on Consecration Sunday with 
“heart shaped” cookies (hosted by the Fellowship Committee), sending “Thank You” and “Reminder” letters to 
donors and past donors, personal follow-up contacts with previous donors and a formal report given to the 
congregation of the campaign’s results. 

To quote Rollin Conway, previous Chair of Stewardship, “As always, our faithful financial support for 
the...operating budget will enable the success of our most important ministries. Every gift...helps preserve the 
First Church endowment by minimizing the amount withdrawn to close the gap between income and 
expenses.” 

At the time of this report a total of pledging units have responded with pledges totaling $259,244.00. 

Ralph Thompson, Chairperson for Stewardship Committee  

Year 
Amount 
Pledged 

# of 
Pledges 

# of New 
Pledges 

# of 
Incre- 
ased 
Pledges 

# of 
Same as 
Previous 
Year 
pledges 

# of 
Decre- 
ased 
Pledges 

2024 $259,244 81 5 31 39 6 

2023 $296,944 98 10 26 49 13 

2022 $306,700 93 10 39 23 21 

2021 $272,441 95 17 24 41 13 

2020 $279,776 91 8 36 39 8 

2019 $303,671 100 14 53 25 8 

2018 $294,122 100 14 53 25 8 

2017 $303,859 103 6 50 35 12 

2016 $299,165 103 5 37 40 21 
 

PHOTO: First Church celebrating World 
Communion Sunday on October 1st, 
2023. 
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 PHOTO: First Church’s float 
in the 2023 Big Parade! 
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PHOTO: Hanging out for a Music and 

Movement Class with Ms. Jen! 
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