
 AGENDA 
Call to Order          Anne Sprague 

Opening Prayer          Rev. David T. Hill 

Membership Report         Rev. David T. Hill 

Report of the 2024 Stewardship Committee      Ralph Thompson 

Report of the Motions from the Executive Council 

Presentation and Election of the Nominating Committee   Anne Sprague           
candidates 
 Renewing for 2-year term: Ardith Hayes 
 New member for 2-year term: Linda Gwinn 
 New member for 2-year term: Carl Whitehouse 

Review of the 2024 Financial Report      Pete Richards 

Presentation and Review of the 2025 Budget     Mike Schmid 

Presentation of Sanctuary Resolution       John Gates 

Closing Song - Shalom         Congregation 

Shalom, my friends, shalom, my friends. Shalom, shalom! 
May peace be with you, may peace be with you. Shalom, shalom! 

*Note: The continuing members of the Nominating Committee are  
Nancy Garver, Linda Gates, and Mike Schmid. 
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MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS 2024 
Membership on January 1, 2024: Total 345 
 Regular 315 
 Associate 30 
Summary of Membership Changes during 2024   
 Additions 16 
 Removals 4 
Total Membership as of December 31, 2024  357 
Detail of Membership Changes during 2024   
Regular Member Additions Baptism (adult) 0 
 Reaffirmation of Faith 8 
 Letter of Transfer 5 
 Change in Status 0 
Regular Member Removals   
 Death 4 
 Request 0 
 Letter of Transfer 0 
Associate Member:   
 Additions 3 
 Removals 0 
Total Net Change in Membership  12 

 
year --  2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Weddings, 
ceremonies 0 4 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
Baptisms 1 1 3 0 2 2 1 0 1 0 
Deaths 8 7 11 9 3 8 7 6 7 4 
Megan Schief          1/29 
Joy Illig          3/31 
Roger Cooper          7/10 
Mary Nelson          9/27 
Removed by letter 
of transfer or 
request 

1 3 3 2 0 5 6 1 0 0 

New Members 11 3 15 1 6 11 6 2 11 16 
Avg. Sunday 
Worship 
Attendance 

113 110 111 113 117 145* 69* 80* 86* 87* 

*Estimated numbers based on a mixture of online and in-person attendance. 
We presently do not have a way to accurately count online viewership. 

New Members—received on March 24, 2024: Linda and Steven Gwinn, Bill and Frankie Long, Nancy 
Peck, Sherry Perkins, Lori Taylor, James Underwood 

New Members – received on November 3, 2024: Barbara Blodgett, Barbara Brecht, David Grayson, 
Madeline Madison, Barbara and Scott Reed, Tom Riis, Marian Thomas 
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT 2025 
Members of the Stewardship Committee for 2024-2025 include: Ralph Thompson, 

Chairperson, Bob Longsworth, Secretary, Barbara Blodgett and Kristin Peterson. Linda Gates 
served as liaison from the Executive Council. Financial Secretary is Miranda Schaum and 
Treasurer is Mike Schmid. 

We, on the Stewardship Committee, are very pleased to celebrate that 84 pledges 
reveal a commitment to give $317,686.00 to spark our mission of ministry for the next year. 

Our Stewardship theme for this year was, “Honoring Our Mission”, based on the new 
mission statement of the church. That mission statement reminds us that we are first and 
foremost, followers of Jesus Christ. No higher allegiance can we have as Christians than is our 
active commitment to follow the Son of God.   

We all know that honoring Jesus through our mission will require diligence and 
perseverance in the months head. As the scripture says, we must never grow tired of doing 
good, Galatians 6:9-10. 

In this regard, I am inspired by the words of a tune composed by Pete Seeger, Alex 
Comfort, Alice Lynd and Staughton Lynd, “One Man’s Hands”, copied here with editing for 
gender inclusion. 

1. Just my hands can’t tear a prison down. 
Just our hands can’t tear a prison down.   
(Chorus)  
But if two and two and fifty make a million 
We’ll see that day come ‘round. 
We’ll see that day come ‘round. 

2. Just my eyes can’t see the way ahead. 
Just our eyes can’t see the way ahead. 
(Chorus) 

3. Just my voice can’t shout to make them hear. 
Just our voices can’t shout to make them hear. 
(Chorus) 

4. Just my faith can’t bring a world a peace. 
Just our faith can’t bring a world a peace. 
(Chorus) 

My addition 

5. Just my love can’t bring the world to Christ. 
Just our love can’t bring the world to Christ. 
(Chorus) 
But if two and two and fifty make a million. 
We’ll see that day come ‘round. 
We’ll see that day come ‘round. 

Blessings on your giving and your living! 

Sincerely, 
Ralph Thompson, Chairperson 
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From your Stewardship Committee, 

Barbara Blodgett 
Bob Longsworth 
Kristin Peterson 
Ralph Thompson 
Linda Gates  Executive Council liaison 

Year 
Amount 
Pledged 

# of 
Pledges 

# of New 
Pledges 

# of 
Incre- 
ased 
Pledges 

# of 
Same as 
Previous 
Year 
pledges 

# of 
Decre- 
ased 
Pledges 

2025 $317,686 84 14 33 30 7 

2024 $259,244 81 5 31 39 6 

2023 $296,944 98 10 26 49 13 

2022 $306,700 93 10 39 23 21 

2021 $272,441 95 17 24 41 13 

2020 $279,776 91 8 36 39 8 

2019 $303,671 100 14 53 25 8 

2018 $294,122 100 14 53 25 8 

2017 $303,859 103 6 50 35 12 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PHOTO: First Church celebrating the 
annual Big Parade. 
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